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WASHINGTON -
cleared: the way Yesterday. for- ap- i
prévakof legislation under“which
jotrnalists and government officials
cottld’be jailed er fined for pubticly *
dlsclosmo the names of covert A'ner-
ican: mtelhoenceaoents o

'Fhe;proposal is slrongly au pported
y.President Reagan. as_a means of
pre»emm‘7 terrorist ‘attacks on ClAd .
azénts overseas. But it has _been]
condemned by some’ senators, jour-J
nalism societies and-the American
Civil Liberties Union:as a direct at.’
tack on the free-prcss prowsnonsof
thc First Amendment.: o

i* The Agent Identities Bill, appro»ed!
by the House last fall; was first pro=:

posed four years ago when former]

CIA officers sucheas thp Agee be-!

gan naming names-and locanons of |
undercover mtelhgence agents: as 1
:part of a campaign to limit or abohsh 3
covert operations by the CIA. -
{ But the debate has broadened s smce -
then, and enactment of the measure” X
has been delayed for' months by dis- .

agreement over how difficult it |’
should be for a'prosecutor to build a
case against a reporter who name&a
Ccovert agent in print..

The Senate resolved that issue }es—

-A P

;5-

erday, voting 55-39 10 approve a ver-4

sion that would allow a journalist to ]
be convicted only if a jury had rea-- p
son to believe that the identification
of an agent would disrupt intelli-
gence operations. A final vote on theJ
legislation was dela,'ed probably.:
unnltoday LT -:;,v B

5A competing versxon recommend-
cd -by the Senate.Judiciary. Commit-
itee and Sen. Joseph Biden'(D. *Del:),
t would have gone further’ requiringa
Jury to conclude that a n.porter m-{

i cadd -

; ~would have-a: schilling effect on the;

§ names come from public records "

Pt el
. tended t0 drsmpb Us }melhve—r—frbe =

operauons Many of : those who sup-j

The ‘Senatc /po:zed that version eXpessed:dissat-2

isfdction wxgp\'tb&measu‘re’tﬁat wasr'

approved

=% Charles Novitz; presidgnt of Sxoma O

.Delta Chi, an ‘orFganization of Journal-g_
ists, said it was unconsgxtunonal and‘-;

‘reporting of US- activities overseas.
" This bill strikes at the rightof Ameri<y
cans to monitor. mexr rgoverpment.’; :;

® Jack Landauf dxrector of- the Re-~
porters Committee for Freédom of @
the Press. complained that “this bill >
alows for the prosecution.and jailing.?
of news reporters and authors ior
identifying agents or xhelr sources
even-il the agelit: or the! Source. s,
-breaking federal law, or is violating .
presndennal policy, or cven-if thelr

"~ “The First Amendment,” saxd Lan ay
dau “only permits the convncnonsn
“and jailing of news people for pub~
hshmg information which is s dl- x
* rect, immediate and irreparablei mlu--w
- TY 1o the national security, and does

“not:permit prosecutions for; disclos-% .
-ing “information*. which_is merely:> -
embarrassmo Or causes Some dlscnm s

“fortto thego» ernment.”;{ .

- Bruce_Sanford, a Sxoma Deua C\h'x‘f
attorney calreq the ble “a rude €

atla. RN &

‘gence operations, Another supporter

. example, the New York. Times de..

= Sion that was approved, said the leg- ]

clumsy andtdangerous‘fy unneées—‘
sary mcurSuon-mrothe liberties of-all
:Americans: anc&,xha,;,eal ‘Shaméiis,
. that most people’,sxmpiy don t undﬂﬁ%
‘stand. Why. N x, D s
Biden""said. federal © prosecutors.
:should be required t6 show that a
-reporter deliberately set out to “im-
pair or impede” Iegmmate intelli--

ofi the stricteristandard, Sen: Daniel:
P. Moynihan (D.7N:Y.), said; “We are
‘not enacting _this bill. to~ °ase the
“burden of US attomeys m R

Biden also ‘expréssed fear that a,
reporter might be prosecuted for
: exposing CIA abuses. Recently,: for .

tailed the activities of:former CIA*]
-agents Francis E: Terpil and Edwm P
\hlson who set-up a secret, private 4
;arms- selhno operation in Libya NG

I want_the press going there in--
tending to expose- {hose pedp)e,"
Biden said. RO R

Shortly after the vote, Sen John
Chaffee (R., R1), sponsorpf the ver-

islation would riot permit prosecn-’
tien of journalists who exposed ille:
gal or improper actions by the CIA

He also said “You can kick the tar out
of the CIA™" withaurspecifically idén.
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